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MEANING OF HUMAN RIGHTS

In simple words, human rights are those rights which enable a person to live in decent
human life. In other words, the rights which are essential for the all round development of
individual are known as human rights. Social, economic and political rights are essential for
the overall development of the people and sum total of all these rights can be included in the
category of human righté. But remember, an individual does not want only to live rather he
wants to live life with dignity and respect. All such rights therefore, which enable a person to
live a dignified and fulfilled life can be included in the list of human rights. The United Nations
has prepared a comprehensive list of rights which has been included in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights with the result that the Human Rights have become the concern

of international community.
BRIEF HISTORY OF HUMAN RIGHTS

The history of human rights is almost as old as the history of mankind because from
the very beginning man has been struggling for the rights. The Christian theologians are of
the opinion that the man was turned out of heaven because he wanted to lead an
independent life. Famous Greek philosopher Socrates preferred to drink cup of poison
than to loose his freedom. But a systematic mention of rights was made by famous English
thinker John Locke in his famous book 'Two Treatises on Government' which was -
published in 17th century. According to John Locke before the‘state came into existence
the man was living in the state of nature in which he enjoyed the right to life, right to'liberty
and the right to property. After this, in 1689 the British Parliament had passed Bill of Rights
which included some basic rights of the people. After this, on July 4, 1776, thirteen American
colonies had declared independence and it was said in the ‘Declaration of Independence’,
"That all the men are created equal that they are allowed by. their Creator with certain
inalienable rights that among‘ these rights are right to life, liberty and pursuit to- happiness."
After this, in 1789 the National Assembly of France had adopted Declaration of the Rights
of Men and Citizens in which it was said that the objective of all the political organisations
was the protection of the inalienable rights of men and these rights included right to life,
right to liberty, right to property, right to security and right to oppose oppression etc. Besides
this, right to freedom of speech and expression, right to press and right to religious freedom

Were also included in this declaration.
After this, in 1787 for the first time the rights of the citizens were included in the American
Constitution through the first ten amendments and this way America became the first country
| 69 | .
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" to include rights into the constitution in written form. After this, rights were included In written
form in the constitutions of all the democratic countries and Fundamental Rights have also
been included in Chapter - lll of the Indian Constitution. :

After this, in 1946 under Article - 68 of the Charter of the United Nations the Economic
and Social Council had appointed a commission which was entrusted with the work to prepare
the list of human rights. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights prepared by the
commission was approved by the General Assembly on December 10, 1948 and because of
this every year December 10 is celebrated as Human Rights Day through the world.

COMMITMENT OF THE UNITED NATIONS TO HUMAN RIGHTS

The memories of the atrocities committed by Fascist and Nazi dictators were still fresh
in the minds of the founders of the United Nations. They, therefore, were fully committed to
make all arrangements in the Charter of the United Nations for the protection of the Human
Rights. Besides this, they also wanted to make the Human Rights the Concern of the
International Community and they have succeeded to achieve their objective to a large
extent because today the entire world is concerned about the problem of the Humgn Rights.

The provisions of human rights have been made into the Preamble and the other articles
of the Character of the United Nations. In the Preamble, the faith in human rights has been
reaffirmed. According to Article-1 (3) of the Charter, to achieve international co-operation for
the development of human rights has been declared the objective of the United Nations.
Apart from this, it has been made one condition for getting the membership of United Nations.

- PROVISIONS MADE IN THE CHARTER OF UNITED NATIONS
ABOUT HUMAN RIGHTS

~ Inthe Preamble and the Charter of the United Nations, the following provisions have
been made about Human Rights—

1. Faith in Fundamental Human Rights—It is said in the Preamble of the Charter of

United Nations, “ Whereas the people of United Nations have in the Charter reaffirmed their

faith in fundamental human rights in the dignity and worth of human persons and in the
equal rights of men and women.”

© 2. To achieve international cooperation to

Article-1 (3) of the Charter of United Nations, “The purpose of the United Nations are to

achieve international co- operation in promoting and encouraging respect for human rights
and for fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion.”

3. To develop respect for Human Rights—The United Nations is committed to promote
universal respect for human rights and to achieve this purpose, it is written In the Article-55

of the Charter, “The United Nations shall promote universal respect for and observance of
| human rights and fundamental freedoms for all without distinctions as to

or religion.”

promote Human Rights—According to

race, sex, language
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———

4. Recommendations to promote the respect for Rights—According to Article-_62
of the Charter, “Economic and Social Council, may make recommendations for the purpose
of promoting respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms for all.”

5. To appoint Commission for the promotion of Human Rights—Aurticle-68 of the

Charter provides that the Economic and Social Council shall set up commission in economic
and social fields for the promotion of human rights.

6. To develop respect for Human Rights is the purpose of Trusteeship System—
While explaining the objectives of the Trusteeship Council, it is said in Article-76 of the
Charter, “The basic objective of the trusteeship system shall be to encourage respect for

human rights and for fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language
or religion.” ) .

APPOINTMENT OF COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS

From the very beginning, the human rights have held an important place in the various
activities of the United Nations and under ‘Article-68 of its Charter, provision has been made
for the appointment of Commission on human rights. Economic and Social Council which is
an organ of the United Nations recommends the appointment of 18 members commission to
prepare the list of human rights. At present there are 32 members of this Commission. In

December, 1948, this Commission prepared a comprehensive declaration of human rights
and presented it before the General Assembly of the United Nations.

Note—On June 16, 2006, the Human Rights Commission was abolished and was
replaced by Human Rights Council on June 19, 2006. -

Adoption of the Declaration of Human Rights by General Assembly—On December
10, 1948, the General Assembly of the United Nations adopted and proclaimed the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. Forty eight countries voted in favour of this resolution and no
country voted against it. But eight countries did not take part in the voting. Now every year
throughout the world, December 10 is celebrated as a Human Rights Day.

NATURE AND CHARACTERISTICS OF HUMAN RIGHTS
INCLUDED INTO THE DECLARATION

Following are the characteristics of the rights included into the declaration of Human
Rights— .

1. It starts with Preamble—The Declaration of Human Rights starts with preamble in
which the human rights are considered the measure of the success of all the people and the

nations. Apart from this to promote respect for human rights has also been fixed as the duty
of each nation.'

———

1. “This Declaration is common standard of achievement for all people and for all nations, to the end

at every individual and every organ of society, keeping this declaration constantly in mind, shall strive by
leaching ‘and education to promote respect for these rights and freedoms and by progressive measures
National and international, to secure their universal and effective recognition and observ '

e ' ance both, among
€ people of member states themselves and among the people of territories under their jurisdiction.” .
—Text of the Preamble of Unllversal Declaration of Human Rights
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2 Detailed and comprehensive Rights—The rights approved by the declaration of
General Assembly are quite comprehensive and detailed. This declaration starts with preamble
and it has 30 articles. In the preamble, the importance of human rights and the factors
responsible for their adoption have been explained. And In the different articles of the
declaration, the different human rights have been fully explained so that every individual is

able to understand these.

3. Individuals, not the states are the subject of Rights—Though the members of
the United Nations are the states and not the individuals, yet the subject of rights included
into the declaration are individuals of this universe. The purpose of these rights is to save the
men living in the every comer of the world from exploitation and to create necessary conditions
for their development. ‘

4. Rights are Uﬁiversal—The rights included into the Declaration are universal in nature
.and every individual without any discrimination of caste, colour, creed, religion etc is entitled
to enjoy these rights. Even the citizens of the subordinate states are also entitled to enjoy
these rights.

5. Rights are Non-justiciable—Remember this that the rights are non-justiciable and
to accept or not to accept these is Upto the sweet will of the state. We all know that the United
Nations is a non-sovereign body, so it cannot impose her will on the member nations. But
this does not mean that these rights are of no importance. These are the symbols of the
desires of the international community and no civilized state can ignore these.

6..Rights are not Absolute—The rights included into the declaration are not absolute.
It means that no individual can make the arbitrary use of these rights. While enjoying these

rights, one has to respect the right of the others. Apart from this, these rights cannot be
enjoyed against the principles and objectives of the United Nations.

7. Based on the principle of Human Equality, Liberty and Brotherhood—The
Declaration of Human Rights is based on the principle of human liberty, equality and
brotherhood. It is said in Article-1 of the Declaratior of Human Rights, “All human beings
are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience
and should act towards one another in spirit of brotherhood.”

8. Common standard of achievement for al|
is a common standard of achievements for all_natio

only by a few nations rathe%oﬁs’?rg bound t

Nations—Declaration of Human Rights

ns. These rights are not to be achieved
0 take steps to achieve these.

duties to the community in which alone the

personal ible ”
witten about these, lty Is possible.” But what are these duties, nothing is
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| 10. Prohibition to use these rights contrary to the Purposes and Principles of
unlted Nations—It is said in Article-29 (3) of the Declaration of Human Rights, “These
rights and freedoms may in no case be exercised contrary to the purposes and principles of -

the United Nations.” In other words, everybody is bound to use these rights in accordance
with the principles and objectives of the United Nations.

11. Nobody has the right to destroy these Rights—It has been provided in Article-30
of the Declaration of Human Rights that, “Nothing in this declaration may be interpreted as
implying for any state, group or person any right to engage in any activity or to perform any act
aimed at the destruction of any of the rights and freedoms set forth herein.”

PREAMBLE OF THE DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS

The Declaration of Human Rights begins with the Preamble in which the reasons for
the adoption of the Declaration of Human Rights are given and these are :

“Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights, of

all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the
world.

Whereas disregard and contempt of Human Rights have resulted in barbarous acts
which have outraged the conscience of mankind, and the advent of a world in which human
beings shall enjoy freedom of speech and belief and freedom from fear and want has been
proclaimed as the highest aspiration of the common_'peop‘le.

Whereas it is essential, if man is not to be cofnpelled to have recourse, as a last resort,
to rebellion against tyranny and oppression, that human rights should be protected by the
rule of law.

Whereas it is essential to promote the development of friendly relations between nations.

Whereas the peoples of the United Nations have in the Charter reaffirmed their faith in _
fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person and in the equal
rights of men and women and have determined to promote social progress and better
Standards of life in larger freedom. |

Whereas Member States have pledged themselves to achieve, in cooperation with the
United Nations, the promotion of universal respect for the observance of human rights and
fundamental freedoms.

Whereas a common understanding of these rights and freedoms is of the greatest
Mportance for the full realization of this pledge.”
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CLASSIFICATlON OF THE RIGHTS
INCLUDED IN DECMRATION I
There are total 30 Articles of the Universal Declar'atlon of Humaf:i hlg; yét keep?ng iz.
proper classification of the rights is made in the Declaration of Human Rignts,

mind the objective or purpose of these rights, these can be divided into the following
categories—

1. Civil Rights
2 Political Rights and
3. Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

A brief description of these categories s given below
I. CIVIL RIGHTS
The following Civil Rights have been included in the Declaration of Human Rights—

1. Rights to Life, Liberty and Security—Under Article-3 of Declaration of Human
Rights, rights to life, liberty and security are essential for the development of an individual.
Therefore, these rights are given to all the individuals of the world.

2. Right against Slavery—Under Article-4, slavery is a curse and in order to remove
this curse, every individual is given the right against slavery and all types of slave trade is
abolished. According to Article-4 of the Declaration, “No one shall be held in slavery or
. servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall be prohibited in all their forms.” ’

3. Right against inhuman Treatment—Under Article-4, everybody is provided right

against inhuman tre'atment.' It is provided in the declaration that none shall be subjected to
torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment :

o 4. Right to Equa'lity be'fore Law—Under Article-7, all are given the right to equality
efore law and are entitled without any discrimination to equal protection ‘of law. All are also

entitled to equal protection against any discrimi
, _ nation in v - :
against any incitement to such discrimination. lolation of this Declaration and

5. Right to Protection against the violation of nghts——Under. Article-8, everybody

has the right to an effective remedy b
. y the competent national t
fundamental rights granted to him by the constitution or by |awr|bunals for gots vickating 2
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- 6. Protection against arbitrary Arrest—Under Article-9, nobody shall be subjected
to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile. ‘

7. Right to get justice from independent Courts-Under Article-10 and 1, everyone
is entitled in full equality to a fair and public hearing by an independent and impartial tribunal,
in the determination of his rights and obligations and of any criminal charge against him.

8. Right against interference in family and private Life—Under Article-12, nobody
shall be subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy, family, home or correspondence,
nor to attack upon his honour and reputation. Everyone has right to the protection of the law
against such interference or attack. :

9. Right to freedom of Residence and Movement—Under Article-14, everyone is
given the right to freedom of movement and residence within the borders of each state.
Apart from this, everybody is given the right to leave his country and come back to his
country.

10. Right to marry and lead a family Life—Under Artlcle 16, men and women of full
age, without any discrimination of race, nationality or religion, have the right to marry and to
found a family. All are entitled to equal rights as to marriage and its dissolution. It is also said
that the marriage shall be entered into only with the free and full consent of the intending
spouses. It is also accepted that the family is the natural and the fundamental group unit of
the society and is entitled to protection by the society and the state.

11. Right to freedom of thought and Expfessionc:—Under Article-19, everybody is
given the right to freedom of opinion and expression. This right also includes freedom to hold
opinion without interference and seek, receive and impart information and ideas through
any media and regardless of frontiers.

12. Right to conscience and Religious Freedom—Under Article-18, everyone has
the right to religious freedom. This right includes freedom to change his religion or belief and
freedom, either alone or in community with others and in public or private, to manifest his
religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and observance.

13. Right to freedom of peaceful assembly and Association—Under Article-20,
everybody is given the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association. No one may
be compelled to belong to any association against his wishes.

14. Right to Education—Under Article-26, everyone has the right to education.
Education shall be free, at least in the elementary and fundamental stages. Elementary
education shall be compulsory. Technical and professional education shall be available and
higher education shall be equally accessible to all on the basis of merit.

The purpose of the education shall be directed to the full development of the human
Personality and to the strengthening of respect for human rlghts and fundamental freedoms.
It shal promote understanding, tolerance and friendship. among all nations, racial or religious
g’OUPS_ and shall further the activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace.
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I1. POLITICAL RIGHTS . -
The following Political Rights have been included in the Declaration of Human Rights :

1. Right to Get Asylum—Under Article-14, of Declaration of Humin R;grzgsc;ui;;enrﬁoyiy
has the right to seek and enjoy asylum in other countries because of the p s

* own country. But this right is given only for polit.ical crirpes a >
involved in other criminal activities or are working against the pr
-United Nations. _ . .
* 2. Right to Nationality— Article-15, of the Declarat!on of Human Rllghts tp;ﬁ;ﬁes to
every one the right to nationality. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his natl ity nor

denied the right to change his nationality. .

3. Right to Vote—Under Article-21(3), the basis of thg at_Jthorlty 'of the government
shall be the will of the people and the people shall express their will from time.to time through
elections held on the basis of universal adult franchise. Everybody shall be given the right to
vote without any discrimination of caste or religion or race etc.

4. Right to take part in the Government—Under Article-21(1), everybody has'the

right to take part in the government of his country directly or through their representatives
elected on the basis of universal adult franchise.

5. Equal Right to acquire Public Office—Through Article-21 (2) of the Declaration
of Human Rights, éverybody is given the equal right to acquire public office and no
discrimination shall be made with anybody on the basis of his caste, religion, colour, race etc.

6. Right to freedom of opinion and its Expression— Article-19 of the Declaration of
Human Rights provides to everybody the right to freedom to hold his opinion and to express the
same. In this connection, an individual is free to acquire any information through any source.

IIl. ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS

The following economical, social and cultural rights are included into the Declaration of
Human Rights :

76

nd not to the persons who are
ciples and objectives of

1. Right to Property—Under Article-17, everyone has the right to own property alone

as well as in association with others. It is also said that no bod T ,
: sha
of his property. | y Il be arbitrarily deprived

2. Right to Work—Under Article-23 (2), everyone has the right to work, to free choice

of employment, to just and favourable conditions’ . .
unemployment. of work and to protection against

3. Rights to get equal wageé for the same Job—Ey , _
—Eve L
has the right to equal pay for equal work. yone without any discrimination

4.-Right to just Remuneration—Under Article-23
_ o —23 (3) of the Declarati n
Rights, every individual has the right to get just and profitable remuneratiorr1atlon kit

o 5. Right 'to .D.ecent Standard of Life—Under Article-25 of the Declaration of Human
Rights, every individual has the right to decent standard of life in Which he gets sufficient to
eat, clothes to _wear, house to live, medical facilities and other essential social services

o TTTTTRRRI————....

i
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6. Right to form and to join Trade Unions—Under Article-23 (4), everyone has the
right to form and to join trade unions for the protection of his interests.

7. Right to Rest and Leisure—Under Article-24, everyone has the right to rest and
leisure including reasonable limitations of working hours and periodic holidays with pay.

8. Right to Social Security—Under Article-22, everyone has the right to a standard
of living adequate life for the health and well being of himself and of his family, including
food, clothing, housing and medlcal care and necessary social service, and the right to

security in the event of unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, old age or lack of
livelihood in circumstances beyond his control.

9. Special facilities for mothers and Children—Under Article-25, motherhood and
childhood are entitled to special care and assistance. All children whether born in or out of
wedlock shall enjoy the same social protection. ' :

10. Right to participate in Cultural Life—Under Article-27, everyone has the right
freely to participate in the cultural life of the community to enjoy the art and to share in

scientific advancement and its benefits. Everyorie has the right to the protection of the moral

and material interests resulting from any scientific, literary or artistic production which he is
the author. ' '

11. Right to social and international order for the enjoyment of Right—Under
Article-28, everyone is entitled to a social and international order in which the rights and
freedoms set forth in this Declaration can be fully realized.

SAI'EGUARD OF HUMAN RIGHTS

Prohibition to Destroy These Rights—Article-30 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights provides that, “No;hing in this Declaration may be interpreted as implying for
any State, group or person any right to engage in any activity or to perform any act aimed at
the destruction of any of the rights and freedoms set forth herein.”

In brief, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights prohibits every state, human
Organisation, international organisation and' individuals to do any act which is against or
violates the human rights. The member states of United Nations are bound to respect the
human rights and international public opinion and Human Rights Council work as watchdog

of these rights.

—_— e  m m s e wm wuww P W TAFEFFTITITR AT A ST SWRRTA A ATV AT ETY
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" IMPORTANCE OF THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATIO
OF HUMAN RIGHTS '

The adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights is an important historical
event. In the words of the chairperson of the Commission on Human Rights, Mrs. F.D.
Roosevelt, “This Declaration of Human Rights can take the form of an International Magna
Carta of rights for all the men on this earth.” It will also be proper to call this declaration an
International Charter of Human Rights'. The importance of this declaration can be divided
into following headings—

1. Essential for the all round development of Individual—The rights included in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights are essential for the all round development of the
personality of the individual. So the proper implementation and protection of these rights is
essential. ' | |

2. This Declaration is Universal in Nature—This declaration is prepared by keeping
in mind the interests of the people of this entire universe. The rights included into this
declaration are given to all without making a discrimination on the basis of caste, colour,
creed, race and religion etc so this declaration is really universal in nature.

3. Creates awareness among the People-=The declaration of human rights has
created an awareness among the people living in every corner of the world and the people
who were denied these basic rights started fighting for getting these rights. Now they are
fully aware of their rights and they are determined to get these. |

4. Rights are made the concern of International Community—According to Bilgrami,
lﬁe Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the literature published related to these
ﬂghts has made these rights the concern of the entire world. Though in these days, the
diferent sates feel that the rights are an internal matter of each state, yet from the core of

their heart, they feel that now these rights have become the concern of an international
Community.

i 5. These are the guiding principles for different Nations—After the adoption of the
cnwgrsal Declaration of Human Rights by the General Assembly, the framers of the
“Onstitutions of the different states have given due place to these rights in their constitutions.

80, these rights have become guiding principles for the different states and also the

of their inspiration, sourcg-
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—In the prese
6. Essential to create an international society based on Jusr.ticef t;nn ;on : © th?;
day In';ernatlonal order, we+find so many inequalities which are the c.ause 0 L o
world. To remove these tensions and to create a society based on ’ justice, | 0
implement the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. .

7. Measuring rods to judge the progress made by differe.r!t '.:‘»tates-ﬂ—hHl;::,\fi\:1 ml:;:h
‘progress the different states have made to make the life of their cutlzen‘s wo . g, the
Universal Declaration of'Human Rights Is a measuring rod to measure this. On thg asis of
the efforts made by different states to give practical shape to these rights, we canﬂjudge the
seriousness of the concerned states in this direction. In the words of Louis Henkin, “Whatever

its legal quality, the Declaration has set the standard by which national behaviour can be
measured and to which nations aspire.”

8. Influence of Declaration on International Covenants and Conventions—The
Universal Declaration of Human Rights has influenced almost all the international covenants
and conventions adopted by the General Assembly after the adoption of this declaration.

~ These rights have also influenced the other organs of the United Nations and its helping
agencies. Through these international conventions and covenants, efforts have been made
to stop genocide, apartheid, forced labour, Human trade, trade in human flesh and slavery
etc. In the words of Prof. Louis B. Sohn, “Declaration has become a part of constitutional
law of the world community and together with the charter of United Nations. It has achieved

a character of world law which is superior to all other international instruments and domestic
laws.”

According to Jacob Blaustin, “The Declaration has acquired a political and moral
authority which is unequglled by any other instrument with the exception of charter itself.”

9. Based gn the Human Principles of Equality, Liberty and Fraternity—The principle
of liberty, equality and fraternity has been accepted by the people all over the world and it
was the war cry of French Revolutionaries. After that this became the slo

i gan of the people of
all over the world and the Declaration of Human Rights have also given due recognitti))n to
these principles.

10. Prohibition of Discrimination-The rights included in the Declaration of Human
Rights prohibit any discrimination on the basis of caste, colour, race ang religion etc ‘and
propagate equal treatment with all the people of the world. With the Proper implementation
of these principles, the exploitation of the people being done on the basis of their caste
religion, colour and race etc would come to an end. '

11. Strengthens democratic order Iin the World-In 20th anc
nd 21st
‘democracy is the most popular form of government. With gentury, he

the proper t
implementation of the Declaration of Human Rights, the Democratic ord:r wiléll r;drtgonest
strengthened in the world. urther ge

12. Make the State Governments Responsible- The member states of the 'United
Nations are bound to respect and enforce the rights Included in the Universal Declaration of .
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gg-n—ﬁnn Rights. Article - 30 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights provides that
nothing In this declaration may be Interpreted as Implying for any state, group or person any
right to engage In any activity or to perform any act aimed at the destruction of any of the
rights and freedoms set forth herein. So, proper provisions have been made in the Declaration
of Human Rights for the protection of these. '

13. Create respect for Human Rights—The Universal Declaration of Human Rights
has created sense of respect for human rights Iin the international community. Whenever
any violation of human rights takes place any where In the world, the international community
governments of different countries and various NGOs raise their voice against it and because
of. this the incidents of the violation of human rights have decreased considerably. As a
respect of human rights every year December 10 is celebrated as Human Rights Day by the
intérnational community. ) '

In brief, we can say that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights works as a guide and
watch-dog to ensure these rights at world level and first the Human Rights Commission and
now Human Rights Council works as a light house to create awareness among the people
about Human Rights. )

CRITICISM OF THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION
OF HUMAN RIGHTS .

The different critics have given the following arguments against the Declaration of Human
Rights: , -

1. Against the principle of State Sovereignty—We all know that every state is

sovereign and is free from all types of internal and external limitations. But the Declaration of
Human Rights is direction for the states which is against the principle of state sovereignty.

2. Rights are Non-justiciable—The rights included into the Declaration of Human
Rights are non-justiciable because no individual can go to courts for the enforcement of
these rights. This way these rights seem to be superfluous.

3. Against the fundamental principles of United Nations—The basic priﬁciple of
United Nations is that it shall not interfere in the domestic affairs of any country. The
Declaration of Human Rights is a direct interference in the domestic affairs of the states
because rights are the internal matters of the states.

4. These are not better than moral Principles—The Universal Declaration of Human
Rights is in no way better than the moral principles because to accept these or not to accept
these is upto the wishes of the member states. From the experlence we can say that the
Member states accept only those orders of the United Nations which are in their interests.

5. No time limit to Implement these Princlples—No time limit has been fixed for
the proper implementation of the rights included Into the declaration. Apart from this, we
have seen that many states have violated and are vliolating these rights and the Un'itéd
Nations Is a silent spectator to all this.
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Sovlet Union Is blaming the American Bloc that in these countries, no importanc

6. Responsible for International Conflicts—The Declaration o"f Human F{ig.hts is
also responsible for international conflicts. U.S.A. is blaming th.ef SO\{let Bloc that in the
countries of this bloc, the people are not being given civil and political rights. OPPOS.'tethf it,
e IS being

given to economic, social and cultural rights.

7. No proper classification of these Rights—No proper classification of .the rights
has been done and in the same article different rights have been included. This creates
problem for a common man as he fails to understand these. )

8. Gap between Theory and Practice—There is a wide gap between the theory and
practice about the position of Human Rights in various countries of the world and on the
basis of that we can simply say that no importance is given to Human Rights. Even today, in .
many countries of the world, inhuman treatment is done with the individuals. Besides this,
many countries of the world are still victim of hunger and starvation and millions sleep empty
stomach. Everyday millions of the people are dying because of the lack of medical care. In
many countries terrorism is a great threat to the peace and stability and everyday the people
are dying because of ethnic and religious clashes etc. In its report published in 1987, the
Amnesty International had said that even today, there were many ‘prisoners of gonscience’
which were languishing in jails for years and years on account of their opposition to the
‘governments of time. ' -

9. No provision of Duties—It is said in Article-29 (i) of the Declaration of Human
Rights that, ‘‘Every one has duties to the community in which alone the free and full
development of his personality is possible.” But what are those duties, there is no mention of
these in the Charter of Human Rights. You are aware of the fact that rights have on importance
without duties rather the rights inhere in the discharge of duties.

Conclusion—Above we have read in detail the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
alongwith its criticism and importance. Though we accept that there is no supreme power
behind these rights and to implement or not to implement these is upto the different states,
yet in spite of this, we cannot ignore their importance. The real purpose of the declaration is |
to prepare public opinion in favour of the rights which are essential for the development of
the individual and the United Nations is successful in this direction to a great extent. In this
declaration, those rights are included which citizens of every nation should get as th';ase are
essential to lead a human life. So, we cannot ignore the rights.

The former Secretary General of the United Nations, Mr. Javier Perez De Cuellar

while speaking on the Human Rights Day, December 10, 1987 said, “A primary speaking on

our endeavours during the year ahead should be to increase public knowledge of the provisions
of the Declaration so that it permeates soclal and political awareness in all'socﬁeﬁes We
must also draw attention to the efforts of the United Nations to promote and encou.rage
Ir::f;f;: ;l‘;’ hlrlg’an rights universally.” To achleve this purpose, there is need to involve all
goverTm » groups, non-governmental organizations, the media, academic institutions and

_ ental agencies throughout the world. Along with development, peace and security,
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the human rights have been accepted as the ‘Third Pillar of the United Nations and for their
_protection and proper implementation on June 19, 2006, an affective organization by the

name of Human Rights Council has replaced the Human Rights Commission. |t has further-
increased the effectiveness and importance of human rights.

10.

[ESSAY4TYRE[QUESTIONS)

Discuss the characteristics and kinds of the rights included in Declaration of Human
Rights.

. Make out a critical evaluation of the rights included in the Declaration of Human Rights.

Discuss its significance. X ~ (G.N.D.U. April, 2008)
What do you mean by Universal Declaration of Human Rights? Write down the important
provisions of this Declaration. (P.U. April, 2009)

Write down the |mportance of the rights included in the Declaration of Human thhts

(G.N.D.U. Il Sem. 2016)
Make a brief evaluahon of the United Nations' Umversal Declaration of Human Rights.

(G.N.D. U April, 2011)

Give a brief account of U. N. Declaration of Human Rights.
(G.N.D.U. Apl’ll 1989, 2013)

Discuss the U.N. Declaration of Human Rights. What is its significance ?

(P.U. April, 2010)
What efforts have been made by the U.N. to implement- Human Rights ?
Make an appraisal of Human Rights.

Which Political and Civil Rights _have been accepted as universal by the Human nghts
Commission of United Nations? What steps have been taken by the United Nations for

the implementation of these rights?
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